The town of Fengjie thrived along the Yangtze River for a thousand years. Now it is about to be wiped off the map-completely submerged by the completion of China's massive Three Gorges Dam.
Filmed over a period of two years before the destruction of Fengjie, BEFORE THE FLOOD follows the town's residents as they clash with officials forcing them to leave, while homes in "New Fengjie" are much smaller and are only available by lottery. As the completion of the dam looms, Communist collectivism gives way to individual ruthlessness.
One of the dark sides of China's economic ascent is the monumental problem of waste spawned by a burgeoning population, booming industry, and insatiable urban growth.
In BEIJING BESIEGED BY WASTE, award-winning photographer Wang Jiuliang travels to more than 500 landfills, fearlessly documenting the grim spectacle of waste, excrement, detritus, and rubble unceremoniously piled upon the land surrounding Beijing. Eking out a living in these hostile environments are scavengers-mostly migrant workers from the countryside, who struggle to uphold familial and cultural systems amid truly bleak and Dickensian circumstances.
The groundbreaking follow-up to BEFORE THE FLOOD, this later film profiles the residents of Gongtan-a 1,700-year-old village soon to be flooded by a new hydroelectric dam.
As the end of the town looms, a barber and a cellphone proprietor rally the residents of Gongtan to stand against their impending displacement. But the will of the townspeople to save their land and homes soon wavers in the face of external pressure and internal suspicion.
Director Yan Yu is given remarkable and intimate access to the villagers, as they protest official meetings and face off with construction workers . DISORDER captures the anarchy, violence, and seething anxiety animating China's major cities today. As urbanization advances at a breakneck pace, Chinese cities teeter on the brink of mayhem. One man dances in the middle of traffic while another attempts to jump from a bridge before dozens of onlookers. Pigs run wild on a highway while dignitaries swim in a polluted river.
Huang Weikai has woven footage collected footage from a dozen amateur videographers into a unique symphony of urban social dysfunction. Using the footage, Huang shatters and reconstructs a world that is vibrant, dangerous, and terrifying. 
Post-Carbon Futures

A Film by Yves Billy
Mr. CO2
MR. CO2 may use whimsical animation to personify carbon dioxide emissions, but its message is serious: if we fail to cut the rate of CO2 spewing into the atmosphere, we face a bleak future.
The film opens in Copenhagen, where the world's political leaders gather to try and hammer out a new carbon treaty to replace the Kyoto Accord. Traveling from Copenhagen to China, Australia, and the United States, MR. CO2 explores the scope of the challenge.
In China we meet Ren Runhu, director of the Lu'An Mine, which producers 55 million tons of coal a year. Even though 5,000 miners die in China's coal mines yearly, the industry is flourishing. As Ma Jun, founder of China's Institute of Public and Environmental Affairs points out, if you need more energy, a new coal plant is the cheapest and simplest short-term solution.
While China may be building more and more coal plants, the world's richest people-North Americans and Europeans-continue to be responsible for staggeringly high per capita emissions.
Featuring climate scientists, activists, coal producers and high-stakes negotiators, MR. CO2 makes clear that there will be no easy answers when it comes to solving the climate crisis.
If we're going to avoid catastrophic climate change, we will need to move away from fossil fuels as quickly as possible. But which alternatives are the most promising? POST-CARBON FUTURES (the companion film to MR. CO2) examines the options-from massive wind and solar projects, to re-engineering the planet itself, to more modest but promising local efforts.
In California, John Woolard of BrightSource Energy sees the future in solar power. The company runs the largest solar plant in the US. Located in Nevada, it produces electricity to power 15,000 homes. Woolard says we don't have an energy problem; we have a collection and distribution problem. But with 2,000 new cars hitting the road in Beijing every day and China opening a new coal-fired plant every week, the truth is we will require far more energy than the sun and wind can produce.
Some believe the solution lies in mega-projectssuch as a plan to blanket the Sahara in solar panels, or a proposed green city built from scratch on coastal land 150 miles from Beijing.
But POST-CARBON FUTURES argues that we need a completely different approach, and that geo-engineering in order to maintain an out-ofcontrol consumer society makes no sense. Litigating Disaster
A Film by Ilan Ziv
Agent Orange
A Film by Masako Sakata
On December 3, 1984, toxic gas leaked from the Union Carbide pesticide factory in Bhopal, India, killing thousands of people and poisoning hundreds of thousands more. Twenty years later, the residents of Bhopal were still suffering the effects, and still waiting for justice.
LITIGATING DISASTER explores how Union Carbide successfully manipulated both the US and Indian legal systems in order to avoid having to defend its record. The film is a riveting investigation, which presents never-before-seen documents, exclusive interviews with former Union Carbide officers, powerful archival material, and scenes filmed in and around the now-abandoned plant.
As the story unfolds it becomes clear the real culprit is the lack of any international law or tribunal to govern the activities of multinational corporations. LITIGATING DISASTER is a powerful film whose scope reaches beyond the Bhopal tragedy. FOOD DESIGN takes us inside the secret chambers of a major food manufacturer-where designers and scientists are defining your favorite mouthful of tomorrow. The film shows how form, color, smell, consistency, manufacturing technique, history-and even the sounds made during eating-influence the way food is designed and the ways we perceive it.
Take sausages, for example. When a bite produces a distinct crunch, they taste particularly good. Fish sticks, on the other hand, don't make such great noises, but they can be arranged nicely in the pan. And bologna fits perfectly onto a slice of bread, making a popular snack.
Food designers provide style and function, using an array of sometimes exotic ingredients. They not only make sure that food and drink fill our stomachs, but also that the eating process is practical and appeals to all the senses... so that we come back hungry for more. Children-some barely bigger than the buckets they carry-work long hours, in often hazardous conditions, picking tomatoes, peppers, or beans. Infants in baskets are left alone in the hot sun, or are breast-fed by their mothers while they pick crops.
This multiple-award-winning documentary also observes families involved in the routines of producing earthen bricks, cutting cane, gathering firewood, ox-plowing fields and planting by hand, as well as engaging in more artistic endeavors such as carving wooden figures and weaving baskets to sell.
In the world portrayed by THE INHERITORS everyone-from the frailest elders to the smallest of toddlers-must work relentlessly, as the cycle of poverty is passed on from one generation to another. In the 1860s, planner Baron Haussmann undertook a "renovation" that would turn Paris into the first large, modern city: one marked by iconic wide boulevards and distinctive streetscapes. But modern Paris still co-exists with elements of the more anarchic medieval city, as well as with areas that betray their suburban roots.
The film reveals how Paris has been shaped by its particular interplay between public and private space, and between order and disorder. Haussmann did not see the need to completely destroy chaotic old neighborhoods. Instead, he created a flexible system-in which boulevards reflect a graceful new look, while old neighborhoods remain as fragments of the city that was.
For over a century, Paris managed to balance these elements. But over recent decades, as people retreat from public space into their own interior environments, that careful balance has become threatened.
The construction of the Périphérique-the 35-kilometre ring road around Paris-is arguably the most significant project carried out in the city since Baron Haussmann transformed it into a modern metropolis. But where Haussmann's Paris balanced utility with aesthetics, the Périphérique is purely an engineering triumph.
This documentary travels the Périphérique, offering case studies on the changes it has brought to the neighborhoods it borders. The film pays attention to the transitional spaces between ring road and surrounding areas, and to those who inhabit them, showing that even the most utilitarian urban spaces develop their own particular ecology.
Paris, 19th Century
A Film by Stan Neumann Based on the work of Francois Loyer
Paris Ring
A Film by Richard Copans
49' + 54 minutes | color| 1001 + 2004
Sale/(both films on one)DVD: $398
Combining nostalgia, dazzling architecture, pop culture, economics and politics, MALLS R US examines North America's most popular and profitable suburban destination-the enclosed shopping center-and how for consumers they function as a communal, even ceremonial experience and, for retailers, sites where their idealism, passion and greed merge.
The film blends archival footage tracing the history of the shopping mall in America and visits to some of the world's largest and most spectacular malls-in Canada, the U.S., the U.K., Japan, Poland, France, and Dubai. MALLS R US discusses the psychological appeal of malls to consumers, how architects design their environments to combine consumerism with nature and spectacle, how suburban shopping centers impart social values, and how malls are transforming the traditional notions of community, social space and human interaction.
As entertaining as it is informative, MALLS R US offers a trip to the mall like no other, reveling in their architectural splendor as consumerist paradises but also showing how the social dynamism they represent can be a destructive force, one that confuses the good life with the world of goods. 
Malls R Us
A Film by Helene Klodawsky
ICARUS FILMS
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On April 26, 1986, a reactor at the Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant in Ukraine exploded, spewing radioactive smoke and gas. More than 40,000 residents in the area were exposed to fallout 100 times greater than that from the atomic bombs dropped on Japan. But the most serious nuclear accident in history had only just begun.
Based on top-secret government documents that were suppressed for years, THE BATTLE OF CHERNOBYL reveals a cover-up of the true scope of the disaster. The film dramatically chronicles the series of harrowing events-which cost the lives of thousands of soldiers and workers-undertaken in an effort to prevent a secondary explosion at the plant: an explosion that would have released enough radioactivity to render Europe uninhabitable.
The nuclear industry is rebranding itself as a solution to climate change.
With the world's electricity consumption expected to double in the next 25 years, the nuclear industry claims it is the only large-scale method of power production that can reliably replace coal, gas and oil-fired power plants. But many people have an inherent fear of nuclear power. Is it time to fall in love with the split atom all over again? Or is there a risk that we might be jumping out of the carbon frying pan and into the plutonium fire? In an area roughly the size of England, Canada's once unspoiled boreal forests hold the world's second-largest oil reserve. The tar sands, a mixture of sand and a heavy crude oil called bitumen, are mined here in open pits after being forced to the surface by injecting superheated water into the ground. This energy-intensive process spews more carbon into the atmosphere than all the cars on the road in Canada.
Thanks to the tar sands, Canada is now the largest foreign supplier of crude oil to the U.S.-and production is set to triple. This massive effort has far-reaching impacts on the land, air, water, and climate. Amazingly, no comprehensive assessment of the megaproject's environmental, economic, or social impact has ever been done. Shot largely from the air, PETROPOLIS offers an unparalleled view of this world, where petroleum's power is supreme.
ENERGY WAR reveals how the economic importance of fossil fuels affects international politics-and how the geopolitical ramifications of oil have upset the traditional balance of power between nations.
The film profiles newly emergent oil superpowers such as Iran and Venezuela, which boasts the largest untapped oil field in the world. And through interviews with Russian and Georgian government officials, it shows how oil was used as a weapon in the struggle between an economically revitalized Russia and one of its former Soviet Republics.
New energy sources will also reshape the global balance of power. ENERGY WAR concludes by investigating the search for alternatives to oil, featuring interviews with economists, stock market traders, and new energy entrepreneurs who discuss the pros and cons of biofuels, hydro power, nuclear and solar energy.
Petropolis: Aerial Perspectives on the Alberta Tar Sands
A Film by Peter Mettler Produced by Greenpeace Canada
The Battle of Chernobyl This documentary explores the revolutionary "cradle to cradle" concepts of American architect William McDonough and German ecological chemist Michael Braungart. They argue that discarded manufactured products should be completely recyclable or become biodegradable food for the biosphere. WASTE = FOOD shows how their "intelligent product system," using completely non-toxic and sustainable production methods, has been adopted by major corporations and a government housing project in China. It also illustrates McDonough's environmentally sound architectural designs, in which buildings function like trees, and become part of nature rather than conflict with it.
Director John Webster convinces his somewhat reluctant family to reduce their carbon emissions by going on a one-year "oil diet." RECIPES FOR DISASTER is divided into 13 chapters, chronicling the family's efforts month by month, as they give up their car, ban plastics from the household, and switch to green alternatives. The transition is not easy, with Webster's wife complaining they are "living under a dictatorship."
At the end of the year, having survived an emotionally fraught experience that tested their values, the family members discuss the surprising results, and realize that the recipes for environmental disaster reside in mankind's psychological denial, persistence of error and rationalization of bad behavior.
As a young man, Mikael Rioux staged a sit-in, suspended over a river to save it from being dammed. Now, he is a father concerned about the world he will leave to his son. So in EARTH KEEPERS, Rioux sets off on a global journey to meet seven visionaries whose work offers promise for the future of the planet. They include Karl-Henrik Robèrt, who developed "The Natural
Step," a framework to help companies incorporate the cycles of nature into management practices; Kenyan Nobel Prize winner Wangari Maathai; and Ashok Khosla, president and co-founder of the largest alternative development NGO in the world. Rioux returns from the journey with the confidence to pass on innovative ideas and hope to future generations. This is the story of two Aboriginal elders, Stuart and Valerie Ankin, who set out to save their community from cultural extinction by combining traditional knowledge and contemporary scientific expertise.
In 1977 the Aborigines of Arnhem Land, on Australia's north coast, were granted legal ownership of their traditional lands. Like many older Aborigines, Stuart and Valerie Ankin moved back to the lands of their childhood, and returned to a hunter/gatherer way of life. But they also invited scientists and marketing experts to help them exploit resources commercially while ensuring any products were developed sustainably. And that created an economic impetus for young Aborigines to return to their ancestral lands.
Waste = Food
A Film by Rob van Hattum
Recipes for Disaster Guañape Sur is a barren island off the coast of Peru, with no soil and no water. But the island is a breeding ground for thousands and thousands of sea birds, whose excrement bakes and hardens in the hot sun, slowly becoming transformed into a valuable commodity: guano. So, every ten years up to 200 workers are allowed to work, by hand, to harvest the hardened, ammonia-rich bird droppings.
The story of an Andean paradise lost after a devastating mercury spill, 151 kilograms of liquid mercury spilled over a 25-mile long area in the Peruvian Andes. More than 900 people were poisoned by the spill. CHOROPAMPA follows the residents' valiant struggle for health care and justice over a two-year period.
Follows the efforts of a small Peruvian town over five years as they fight government efforts to sell the mineral rights under their homes to a multinational mining company. The story of Fulani cattle herders in West Africa using U.S. satellite imaging technology to find grazing land and water for their herds during drought. The "Ecohouse" project hosts a number of very experimental solutions to adaptable home building and personalization. The film explores: what motivated the project, what were the project's underlying sustainability themes, and how did these ambitions turn out? What can we learn from its design, building process, and its more than 20 years of occupation that can be relevant in our current society?
The Cow Jumped over the Moon
Fifteen years after Canada's first "modern treaty" with its Native Peoples, Quebec's dream of northern hydro-electric power had become a nightmare for the James Bay Cree. In FLOODING JOB'S GARDEN filmmaker Boyce Richardson returns to communities he first filmed in the 1970s, documenting 20 years of massive change in Cree country.
From fossil-rich desert gorges to laboratories, from primeval African rain forests to the sculptor's studio, COINCIDENCE IN PARADISE delves into the million-year mystery of our origins, seeking the latest discoveries to help answer an essential question: What exactly was it that first initiated our genesis, our species' actual birth? 
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